The Pituitary Gland

The pituitary gland is the major regulator of endocrine
function and thus is often called the“master gland.”
Signals from the hypothalamus induce production of hormones

by the anteriorpituitary, while the posterior pituitary stores and
releases hormones produced by the hypothalamus.
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Hormone (TSH) function
Prolactin Anterior Mammary Gland Milk production and FSH
breast development in

pregnancy LH

Endorphins Anterior Brain Reduce perception of
pain and stress
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bone muscle growth, TSH
decreased body fat
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breastfeeding Endorphin

ADH/Vasopressin Posterior Kidney Causes reabsorption of
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