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In the IELTS Speaking section, candidates are interviewed by real live IELTS examiners. The
interview consists of a number of personal questions. But don’t worry, things don’t get too personal.
You won’t be asked for your deepest secrets or your email password.

You will be asked about basic personal circumstances such as where you are from and what you do
for fun. And you’ll be asked about personal experiences related to travel, work, friends, family, and so
on.

Certain personal conversational topics are especially common in the IELTS Speaking interview. This
PDF features a list of common questions you might see on the IELTS.

First, we’ll look at common topics and questions from IELTS Speaking, Parts 1 and 3. These first and
last parts of the interview are conversational. You’ll be asked a lot of short questions in a
back-and-forth exchange with your examiner.

After that, you’ll see a set of “topic cards” for IELTS Speaking Part 2. This part of Speaking is also
known as the “long turn.” On test day, you have one minute to look at the topic card and plan your
response. Then you will speak your response, uninterrupted, for about three minutes. (On the test,
these topics are also printed on actual cards that your interviewer will hand to you.)

Speaking Part 2 topics are fairly similar to the topics at the beginning and end of the interview.
However, the topic card questions are more detailed and specific, so the subject matter itself can be a
little different than the topics in the other parts of the Speaking section.

Sample Part 1 and Part 3 IELTS Speaking Interview
Questions
Free Time
Describe one of your hobbies.
What do you like to do during your free time?
What did you do last weekend?



What is something you do to relax?
What is something you typically do on weekends?
Do you prefer to spend your spare time alone or with friends? Why?
In the evenings, do you prefer to go out of the house, or stay home?
What are your plans for this weekend?
If you had more spare time, what would you do?
Do you think you have enough spare time? Why or why not?

School
What is your favorite subject in school? Why do you like it?
What subject is most difficult for you in school? Why is it hard for you?
Who is the best teacher you’ve had?   What made that teacher so good?
Did you go to a large or small secondary school? Did you like the size of your school or do you wish
it had been smaller or larger? Why?
What was your favorite thing about secondary school?
What was your least favorite thing about secondary school?
Are there any school subjects that you’ve really improved in?
What kinds of school activities are the hardest for you?
Which learning activities are easy for you?
Do you prefer to study alone or with classmates? Why?

Travel
Where did you go on your most recent holiday?
What kinds of activities do you like to do on holiday?
Describe an interesting place you’ve visited.
Where in the world would you most like to travel? Why?
Do you prefer air travel or road travel? Why?
Is it better to travel near your home, or far away? Why?
Describe a time that you travelled with family or friends.
Do you like to travel alone? Why or why not?

Work
What is your job?
What do you like about your job?
What don’t you like about your job?
What do you do on a normal day at work?
Is your job stressful? Why or why not?
What is your dream job?
How long have you been working at your job?
What is the easiest part of your job?
What is the hardest part of your job?
How did you find the job that you have now?
Describe your boss to me. What is he or she like?



Tell me about your co-workers.

Family
What kind of work do your parents do?
What do you do when you get together with your family?
What are some special memories you have of your family from your childhood?
How often do you see your extended family (aunts, uncles, cousins, etc.), and what do you do when
you get together with them?
Who are the people in your family?
Do you think it’s better to be an only child, or to have brothers or sisters? Why?
How many children do you think a family should have? Why?
Tell me about a family member you really admire. Why do you admire this person?
Does your family influence you a lot? Why or why not?

Hometown
Where did you grow up?  Describe your hometown.
Is there a place that is very special to you in your hometown? Describe it.
What do you like most about your hometown? Describe it.
Do many people use public transportation to get around your city?  Why or why not?
How do most people get around your city?
Is there anything you dislike about your hometown? Describe it.
What are some things that people can do in your hometown?
What are the important landmarks in your hometown?
How has your hometown changed since you were a child?
In your hometown, is there much for young people to do? Why or why not?
What do people do in the evening in your hometown?

Friends
Do you stay in contact with your childhood friends? How do you stay in touch?
Did you have a best friend as a child?  What kinds of things did you like to do with him/her?
Have you made a new friend recently?  How did you get to know him or her?
Has a friend ever helped you with something difficult? What happened and how did your friend help
you?
Who is your best friend? Why is this person your best friend?
Tell me about something you often do with your friends.
Do you think it’s better to have many friends, or just a few close friends?
How would your friends describe you?
Do you make new friends very often? Why or why not?
Where do you usually meet new friends?

Weather/Climate



How would you describe the weather today?
What is your favorite season? Why?
What is your favorite thing to do on a sunny day?
What do you do when it rains?
What kind of climate would you prefer to live in? Why?
Do you like cold weather? Why or why not?
Do you like hot weather? Why or why not?

Food
What kinds of food do you like to eat?
Do you like to cook?  Why or why not?
What kind of food do you like to cook?
Describe how to make your favorite dish.
Who does the grocery shopping in your family?
Do you enjoy eating out at restaurants? Why or why not?
Do you have a favorite restaurant?  What do you like to eat there?
Describe the food in your country.
Do you like foreign food? Why or why not?
What is your favorite foreign food?
What is the best food from your country?
Is a healthy diet important to you? Why or why not?
What is your favorite cooked food?
What is your favorite uncooked food?
What is your favorite thing to drink?
Which foods do you eat the most often?
Which foods do you want to eat more often?
Do you like sweets? Why or why not?

Music, Movies, Books, Television
Have you seen a movie recently? What happened in the movie?
What is your favorite movie?  Why do you like it?
What is your favorite book? Why do you like it?
What kind of music do you like?  What do you like about this kind of music?
What is your a favorite singer/group? What is something you like about that singer/group?
How much time do you spend watching TV each day? Is that too little or too much?
Do you prefer to watch movies in the theater or at home? Why?
What kinds of TV shows do you like to watch? Why do you like these kinds of TV shows?
Describe your favorite TV show.
How often do you watch movies? Would you like to see movies more often? Why?
How often do you watch TV? Do you wish you could watch more TV?
How much reading do you do?
Do you usually watch movies alone, or with other people?



Do you prefer classical music or modern music? Why?
Is it important to read books? Why or why not?

Recreation, Exercise, Sports
Do you exercise regularly?  How do you exercise?
Do you like to play any sports?  Why do you like it?
Do you enjoy competition? Why or why not?
Do you enjoy watching sports?  What is your favorite team or player and why do you like him or her?
What is the most popular sport in your country?
Do you think children should play sports? Why or why not?
Do you like to do activities outdoors? Why or why not?
What is a popular outdoor activity in your country?
What is an outdoor activity you would enjoy doing? What is an outdoor activity you would not enjoy
doing?
Do you prefer team sports or sports that are done individually? Why?

Traditions and Celebrations
Is there a traditional holiday that is especially important to you?
What is the most important/popular holiday celebration in your country?
Does your family have any special traditions? Describe one.
How are birthdays celebrated in your country?
Were any of your birthdays especially memorable? Which one and why?
How are weddings celebrated in your country?
What is your favorite holiday and why?
Tell me about a holiday activity that you enjoy.
Are there any holidays you dislike? Why or why not?

Technology, Internet, etc….
Do you use social media?  What do you like/not like about social media?
How much time do you spend on a computer each day?
Is the Internet a source of entertainment for you? Describe what you do for entertainment on the
web.
Do you sometimes try to avoid using technology?  Why or why not? For example, you might turn your
phone off at dinner time or at a social event.
Do you think technology can make life more complicated? Why or why not?
Describe a technology that you often use.
Describe an electronic device that’s important to you. Why is it important?
What technologies are difficult for you to use?
How has technology changed since you were a child.
Name an important invention. Why is it important?



On a typical day….
What is your normal morning routine?
What is your normal evening routine?
When do you get up in the morning and go to bed in the evening?
Do you ever take a nap during the day?
Do you usually get enough sleep?
What is something you would like to change about your daily routine?
Do you have to commute to work or school?  How do you get there?  How long does it take?
Who do you meet, and what do you do with them?

Household
Describe the place where you live.
Do you like your current home? Why or why not?
Do you think it’s better to live in a house or a flat? Why?
Who lives in your home with you?
What kinds of places are near your home?
Do you think it’s good to keep pets in the home? Why or why not?
Do you prefer to live alone or with others? Why?
Who are your neighbors? Do you know them very well?

News and Current Events
Where do you usually get your news?
Tell me about a recent important event in your country. Why was the event important?
Do you pay much attention to the news? Why or why not?
What is a recent news story that you found interesting?
Do you follow current events in other countries? Why or why not?
What is an important current event that’s happening right now, and why is it important?
Do you prefer to read about news or watch news videos? Why?
When do you usually watch or read the news?

Shopping
Do you like to go shopping? Why or why not?
What kinds of things do you like to buy?
Describe a popular place for shopping near your home.
What do young people like to shop for in your country?
What do older people like to buy in your country?
Do you think people in your country spend too much money on shopping? Why or why not?

Other
What kinds of pets do people keep in your country? And is it common to have pets in your country?
Do you like to garden? Why or why not?
What laws does your country have about recycling?
Do you take many photos of yourself and people you know? Why or why not?



Do you prefer to communicate with people by email or in person? Why?

Sample Part 2 IELTS Speaking Topic Cards
Free Time
Describe an activity you enjoy doing on the weekends.

You should say:
● What the activity is, and what it involves
● When you first started doing the activity
● Whether you do the activity alone or with other people
● And explain why you enjoy the activity

School
Describe a class you took that was very memorable.

You should say:
● When you took the class
● Where you took the class
● The subject of the class
● And explain why the class was so memorable

Travel
Describe your favorite method of travel.

You should say:
● What the method of travel is
● How often you travel by this method
● Whether this travel method is cheap or expensive
● And explain why you this method of travel is your favorite

Work
Describe your dream job.

You should say:
● What the job is
● The job requirements
● The activities that are done on the job
● And explain why this job is your dream job



Family
Describe an important tradition in your family.

You should say:
● What the tradition is
● How it’s celebrated
● When it’s celebrated
● And explain why the tradition is important to your family

Hometown
Describe a place you enjoy going to in your hometown.

You should say:
● What kind of place it is
● How often you go there
● What you do there
● And explain why you enjoy going to this place

Friends
Describe your best friend.

You should say:
● Who this person is
● How you met your best friend
● How often you see this friend
● And explain why this person is your best friend

Seasons
Describe your favorite season of the year

You should say:
● Which season it is
● What the weather is like during the season
● What you like to do during the season
● And explain why this season is your favorite

Food
Describe a snack food you enjoy.

You should say:
● What the food is
● What it tastes like
● How often you eat it



● And explain why you enjoy this food

Music, Movies, Books, Television
Describe a song that’s very meaningful to you.

You should say:
● The name of the song
● Who sings it
● What the song is about
● And explain why the song is meaningful to you

Recreation, Exercise, Sports
Describe a sport you find interesting.

You should say:
● What the sport is
● Whether you play the sport, watch the sport, or both
● How long you’ve been interested in the sport
● And explain why you think the sport is interesting

Holidays
Describe a holiday that you celebrate with other people.

You should say:
● What the holiday is
● Who you celebrate the holiday with
● How you celebrate the holiday
● And explain why you celebrate this holiday with other people

Technology, Internet, etc….
Describe a technological device you recently purchased .

You should say:
● What the device is
● What it can do
● Whether you use the device for fun, for work, or both
● And explain why you purchased the device

On a typical day….
Describe something you usually do at the beginning of the day.

You should say:



● What you do
● How long it takes you to do it
● How important it is
● And explain why you do this thing at the beginning of the day

Household
Describe an important piece of furniture in your house.

You should say:
● What the piece of furniture is
● How long you’ve had the piece of furniture
● Where it is in the house
● And explain why that piece of furniture is important

News and Current Events
Describe a recent news story that surprised you.

You should say:
● What happened
● When the story happened
● Where the story happened
● And explain why you found this news story surprising

Shopping
Describe a place where you often go shopping.

You should say:
● Where this place is.
● What you can buy there
● How often you go there
● And explain why you often shop at this place

Decisions
Describe a good decision you made.

You should say:
● What the decision was about
● What you decided to do
● Why you made the decision
● And explain why you feel you made a good decision

Advice



Describe a time when you gave someone advice.

You should say:
● Who you gave the advice to
● What the advice was
● Whether that person took your advice
● And explain why you gave the person that advice

Art
Describe a piece of art that you think is good.

You should say:
● What kind of art it is
● What the art looks like
● Where you saw the art
● And explain why you think this piece of art is good

Gifts
Describe a gift that someone gave you.

You should say:
● Who gave you the gift
● What the gift was
● When you received the gift
● And explain why the gift was given to you

Kindness
Describe a kind thing you did for someone.

You should say:
● Who you were kind to
● What you did
● Why you did it
● And explain the reasons that the act was kind

Language Learning
Describe a time you had difficulty in learning a new language.

You should say:
● What language you were learning
● What the difficulty was
● Whether or not you overcame the difficulty
● And explain why you found learning the language so difficult at the time


